Cerebral astrocytoma as a complication of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia.
A boy who developed acute lymphoblastic leukaemia at the age of two years and 10 months had several central nervous system relapses, and received two courses of cranial irradiation, each of 24 Gy, in addition to systemic and intrathecal chemotherapy. Nearly 10 years after the onset of his leukaemia he developed a brain stem astrocytoma from which he died. This appears to be a rare occurrence, and the role of the treatment in the induction of his second tumour is discussed. The need for the long-term follow-up of cancer patients after apparent cure is emphasized.